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ing for intelligence and not mere physical endurance, and, furthermore, 
that it affords an ample reward in real wages. 

The book will be found useful by farmers as well as students of eco- 
nomies, and is a welcome addition to a growing literature on practical 
economic subjects. c. w. d. 



NOTE ON THE POPULATION OF CHINA. 

Many estimates have been made of the population of China, but until 
recently little of a definite or reliable nature has been known about the 
real numbers. There has been a growing feeling among statisticians, 
however, that most of the estimates are utterly unreliable, and that the 
figures usually given are unquestionably much too large. In view of the 
keen scientific interest in this question, as well as the practical impor- 
tance that it has for the Western world, owing to the political and eco- 
nomic changes that have taken place during the past ten years in that 
part of Asia, it has seemed desirable to publish the latest available in- 
formation in regard to this matter. 

In the course of a somewhat extended correspondence with Professor 
W. F. Willcox, under date of Sept. 8, 1908, W. W. Rockhill, United 
States minister to China, makes the following observations, and submits 
the accompanying table in support of his views on this subject: "I 
am much pleased to learn that the conclusions reached by you con- 
cerning the probable population of China do not materially differ from 
mine. In fact, I think that they agree absolutely. According to 
my views, whatever the population of China was in 1842, it has not 
probably increased to any perceptible extent since then. I have shown 
that the estimates made by the Chinese, wherever Western observers 
have been able to look into them, should be reduced by half in many 
cases and in the others by, perhaps, a third. I know of no particular 
reason why the return of population made in 1812 should be preferred to 
any other, nor for that matter is there any reason for placing particular 
confidence in that of 1842. I have assumed that it was possibly in excess 
as much as 50 per cent. If I had to choose any one enumeration among 
those given in Chinese works, I would certainly take that of 1743 (see 
p. 663 of my pamphlet). I see no reason to believe that in the last half 
of the eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth there was 
no increase in the population of the Empire, though probably not a 
very large one. I think that a number of reasons might be adduced 
for believing that the population of China increased during that time, 
though that of Japan, as you say, remained stationary during that 
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period. Climatic as well as social and racial conditions, I think, are 
more favorable to an increase of population in the former than in the 
latter country. . . . 

"The estimated population of China (including Southern Manchuria, or 
Shengking) is given in the ' Returns of Trade and Trade Reports, 1907,' 
published by the Statistical Department of the Imperial Maritime Cus- 
toms (p. 40) as 438,214,000. I enclose this wildest of all estimates in 
case you have not seen it. The method followed in making such estimates 
is easily found out by comparing it with previous estimates. To show, 
however, the little value the Government of China put on these estimates 
of population, it may interest you to know that in July" of this year the 
High Commission for the Collation of Administrative Methods and the 
Constitutional Commission, memorializing the Throne on the subject of 
the basis of representation in the Provincial Deliberative Assemblies to 
convene within a year, said, "The Representation in the Provincial 
Deliberative Assemblies would best of all be arranged on a basis of popu- 
lation; but as China has not yet made a census, and as to take one now 
would consume too much time, the statistics of the literary examinations 
and the tax rolls have been taken as a basis for reckoning the number 
of assembly members to assign to each province. 
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ESTIMATED CHINESE POPULATION OP THE SEVERAL PORTS AND OF THE 
PREFECTURES AND PROVINCES IN WHICH THEY ARE SITUATED.* 



Province. 


Prefecture. 


Port. 


Name. 


Population. 


Name. 


Population. 


Name. 


Population. 






( Fenghuangting 


332,000 


( Antung 

( Tatungkou 


22,000 
5,000 


Shengking . . . 


16,000,000 


| Fengtien 
t (Mukden) 


— 


Newchwang 


74,000 


Chihli 


29,400,000 


( Yungping 
( Tientsin 


— 


Chinwangtao 
Tientsin 


5,000 
800,000 


Shantung . . . 


38,000,000 


Tengchow 


4,500,000 


Chefoo 


100,000 


Szechuan . . . 


79,500,000f 


Chungking 


5,123,000 


Chungking 


705,000 


Hunan .... 


22,000,000 


j Changsha 
\ Yoehow 


270,000 


Changsha 
Yoehow 


230,000 
20,000 






( Ichang 


240,000 


Ichang 


55,000 


Hupeh .... 


34,000,000 


< Kingchow 


3,000,000 


Shasi 


85,000 






( Hanyang 


3,675,000 


Hankow 


778,000 


Kiangsi .... 


24,534,000 


Kiukiang 


1,752,000 


Kiukiang 


36,000 


Anhuei .... 


36,000,000 


Taiping 


417,000 


Wuhu 


122,000 






f Kiangning 


1,275,000 


Nanking 


267,000 


Kiangsu .... 


23,980,000 


J CMnkiang 
| Sungkiang 


— 


Chinkiang 
Shanghai 


181,000 
651,000 






(_ Soochow 


2,250,000 


Soochow 


500,000 






( Hangchow 


750,000 


Hangchow 


350,000 


Chekiang . . . 


11,800,000 


< Ningpo 


— ■ 


Ningpo 


260,000 






( Wenchow 


2,073,000 


Wenchow 


80,000 






C Funing 


900,000 


Santuao 


8,000 


Fukien .... 


20,000,000 


< Foochow 


3,400,000 


Foochow 


624,000 






I Chuanchow 


2,200,000 


Amoy 


114,000 






' Chaochow 


— 


Swatow 
( Canton 


67,000 
900,000 


Kuangtung . . 


32,000,000 


J Kwangchow 


8,000,000 


< Kongmoon 


60,000 










( Samchui 


6,000 






Kiungchow 


60,000 


Kiungchow 


40,000 






Limchow 


500,000 


Pakhoi 


20,000 






( Wuchow 


400,000 


Wuchow 


59,000 


KuaBgsi .... 


8,000,000 


< Nanning 


620,000 


Nanning 


40,000 






( Taiping 


300,000 


Lungchow 


12,000 






( Linan 


450,000 


Mengtze 


18,000 


Yunnan .... 


8,000,000 


< Puerh 


50,000 


Szemao 


15,000 






( Yungehang 


700,000 


Tengyueh 


10,000 


Other provinces 












(Shansi.Shensi, 












Kansu, Honan, 












Kweichow) 


55,000,000 










Total . . . 


438,214,000 





* 'R«turns of Trade and Trade Reports,' Imperial Maritime Customs, 1907. 
t Estimated by Sir A. Hosie (1904) at 45,000,000. 
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"Nothing has been done in the last few years, since the administrative 
reform of the Empire has begun, looking to the ascertainment of the 
population of the Empire. A few counts of the population of certain 
cities have been made. Though in all likelihood inaccurate, they are of 
considerable interest in view of the paucity of data we possess. In the 
early part of last year the Ministry of Domestic Affairs or Home Office 
(Min-cheng Pu) reported that the number of families in Peking was 
123,790. Taking as an average per household of 5.5 head, it gives 680,- 
845, which, I think, is a pretty close approximation to the truth. A 
census was also made in 1907 of the city of Swatow. The result is curious. 
It is 21,782 males and 5,185 females, children included, living in 4,875 
homes (5.4 head per home). In the case of the city of Mukden an official 
count of the population was made in 1907. It gave 158,132, of which 
three-fifths were males. 

"As bearing on the subject generally, it is of interest to note that in 
August, 1907, the Japanese authorities in Korea had a census made of 
the people. It gave 2,233,087 houses with a population of 10,381,680, — 
4.15 heads to the home. 

"At the present time another census of Peking is being taken. I am 
endeavoring to ascertain the method followed, and will let you know 
concerning it. . . . 

" I shall be very glad at any time if I can be of any assistance whatso- 
ever in any researches you may wish to make concerning the population 
of China or Eastern Asia, which is, as you say, an unsolved problem of 
very great interest and importance." 

Writing about a month later, Mr. Rockhill submits the following 
table, and says in regard to it: "Since writing you last month, the 
Chinese 'Government Official Gazette' has published a census taken 
this year of the population of Peking, exclusive of suburbs. The 
'family,' I think, should be counted at 5.5 heads, though some per- 
sons I have recently consulted think it may be, in the case of Peking, 
as high as 8.0. In view of the excessive infantile mortality here (some 
European medical men I have spoken to say it is probably as high as 
50 per cent.), I think 5.5 is a fair average. This gives us 693,044 per- 
sons. Sacharoff gave the population of Peking within the walls, in 
1845, as 1,648,814, — a figure probably 50 per cent, in excess of the 
truth." 
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CENSUS OF FAMILIES IN PEKING. 

Compiled by Order or the Board op Interior after the Division into the Present 

Police Districts. 



(Translated from Cheng Chih Kuan Pac of Sept. 


1, 1908.) 




Precincts. 


Districts. 


Principal 
Families. 


Additional 
Families. 


Total 
Families. 


Central Precinct of the Inner City 


First 


1,873 


1,658 


3,531 




Second 


1,637 


1,136 


2,773 




Third 


1,160 


940 


2,100 


East Precinct of the Inner City . . 


First 


2,453 


1,662 


4,115 




Second 


5,132 


3,164 


8,296 




Third 


3,839 


3,189 


7,028 




Fourth 


5,831 


4,014 


9,845 




Fifth 


3,891 


3,545 


7,436 


West Precinct of the Inner City . . 


First 


3,864 


2,872 


6,736 




Second 


4,773 


3,391 


8,164 




Third 


3,428 


2,362 


5,790 




Fourth 


4,185 


2,970 


7,155 




Fifth 


3,254 


2,786 


6,040 


East Precinct of the Outer City . . 


First 


3,288 


2,137 


5,425 




Second 


2,660 


2,390 


5,050 




Third 


2,024 


2,754 


4,778 




Fourth 


796 


762 


1,558 




Fifth 


2,328 


3,528 


5,856 


West Precinct of the Outer City . . 


First 


2,983 


2,139 


5,122 




Second 


3,382 


1,779 


5,161 




Third 


2,162 


2,369 


4,531 




Fourth 


2,596 


1,969 


4,565 




Fifth 


2,040 


2,913 


4,953 




59,579 


56,429 


126,008 








79,009 




46,999 






Total number of persons at 5.5 per fac 


oily .... 






693,044 
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Mr. Rockhill also enclosed an official statement of School Statistics 
for the City of Peking. The table is too long to reproduce in its entirety, 
but it seems worth while to give the summary for the whole city, though 
it does not bear directly upon the question under discussion. Total 
of the Inner and Outer Cities: — 

Boys' schools 183 

Girls' schools 17 

Scholars, boys 16,282 

Scholars, girls 771 

Teachers, men 1,200 

Teachers, women 100 

School officers, men 199 

School officers, women 16 

It would appear from these figures that the schools of Peking are not 
overcrowded and that the teachers are not overworked. This table 
is certainly a sad commentary on the condition of education in China, 
even if the population of Peking is only 693,044, as Mr. Rockhill 
states, rather than the million and one-half or more ordinarily given. 

c. w. D. 



